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Minneola man shares holiday spirit with festive light
show

Almonds may work in place of
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"It lightens up the whole community,” neighbor Debbie Reda says of lights at Jay Peterson's Minneola home. (Photo by
Jay Peterson / November 30, 2010}
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Diga MINMEOLA — When the sun goes down on Jayhil
Drive, neighbors know the spectacle is about to
begin.

';f;ii:”“t“’““ " Strings of colorful lights flash and twinkle whils

AN glowing snowflakes start dancing across a fence to
“rour Lake County photos music of the season. Christmas trees, reindeer,
Fead Lauren Ritehies  Showimen, candy canes and stars flicker as admirers
i.;: columns from araund Central Florida look an.

Jay Peterson, 39, is illuminating his home, which
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T sits an a corner lot at 1113 Jayhil Drive, nightly by
olidays i 3 2 k
Wiz synchronizing music and lights for the enjoyment of
: neighbors and others: The show started Friday and
Drisc dadieys

runs through Jan. 2.

Ses maore topics o
"The first year | did it, | was hooked " he said. "Once
you do something like this, the possibilities are
endless.”

Feterson has been doing the shows since 2007, He starts planning each year's program
in February. Inspired by videos of other homes with light shows he found on the Internet,
the former D decided he wanted to create his own. Already tech sawy from
synchronizing lights and music at nightclubs where he worked, Peterson said the
programming came naturally to him, though it's tedious wark.

Get the day's top stories in your inbox. Click here to sign up for the Midday
Update newsletter

It takes him 12 hours to program each song for the 10-song show, which people can
listen to by tuning to 93.9 on the FM dial so they can enjoy it without having to get out
of the car.

“igitors can usually find Peterson standing outside, passing out candy canes and
monitoring traffic, which can sometimes reach B0 cars at one time, Peterson said.

Meighbor Debbie Reda said those in the neighbarhood look forward to Peterson's light
show.

"It lightens up the whole cormmunity,” she said. "He loves doing the lights, he loves
doing the music and it just is really festive.”

Reda called Peterson a big kid but a perfectionist when it comes to the light show.

"We're always teasing him, like 'what are you doing now, Jay?' as he's climbing a tree
to trirm the trees a month before so all the lights fit on the tree the way he wants them
to," she said.

Peterson said all the work is worth it to know people enjoy the show.

“It's for the good," he said. "There's just 5o much bad stuff in the world, This brings
everybody together at one time. It's just amazing.”

Peterson — who has also done Halloween light shows the past two years — said he
is often asked how much the holiday show costs. He's happy to say it only adds aboot
$50 to his electric bill during December and January.

He takes donations to make the show better each year, and raised about $300 last year
for this year's entertainment. That money doesn't go toward electricity costs.

The outdoor festival, as Peterson calls it, runs from 8:30 to 11 p.m. Sunday through
Thursday and 6:30 pom. to midnight Friday and Saturday. Visitors from Dec. 10-19 are
asked to bring an unwrapped toy for the XL108.7 Baby DJ program, collecting donated
tays far families in need.

Wit jayslights. com for mare infarmation.
Katle Adams can be reached at 352-742-5023 or kadamsioriandosentinel.com.
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Raw Video: Gym surveillance shows
shackled teen in 2008 begging for help
after year of captivity

Two years to the day after it was
shot, surveillance wideo of an
emaciated teenager begging for help
inside a Tracy, Califarnia gym
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