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Lighting up the holidays and
running up

ROXANNE BROWH and DAVD DOMALD
Staff irters

Twa Lake Cournty men are drawing upon their expertise to
bring happiness to thousands this holiday zeason.

Former Disc Jockey Jay Peterson, in hinnecla, and
master electrician Ron Troutman, in The ‘dllages,
blanketed their homes this holiday season with
thousands of colorful lights for all to enjoy.
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G0 people coming to you and thanking you for bringing
this to their community " £aid Peterson, 37, “The best
thing is seeing the kids all excited, smiling and asking
questions. t's all wery overwhelming.”

Troutman had a similar response to why he's put up mare
than 100,000 lights for the past 15 wears.

“ilthen we see the people's faces, that's why we do it "
said Troutman. "Al we do is collect smiles."

Both men approach holiday light display with 3 different
flare.

Peterson programmed more than 40,000 lights in 16
hours ta flazh in synehronization with holiday music
played on hiz MP3 player and broadeast from 99.9 Fhd
radio. # sign on Peterson's lawn asks everyone to tune
into the station to get the full experence.

"l heard one kid call it, ‘the dancing light house ™
Peterson zaid. "l thought that was great.”

The lights took Petersan more than twa weeks to put up
and he spent neary 3 ywear writing the computer program
for the show. This iz the second year strnging up the
light= and the first year synchronizing them to music.
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“ am former OJ and hawe always been into lighting and music,” Peterson said. “This just give me the opportunity to bring it
all together

hdare than 30 miles north of Winneala, Troutman is tuming night into daw with his holiday lights display.
Troutman, 745, has been an electrician for 5% years.

A femiz wheel, carousels, a8 manger bought in 1962, angels, and inflatable snowmen and penguins inhabit Troutman's front
ward and rooftop. With more than 100,000 lights, Troutman needs siv 20 Amp cincuits.

It took Troutman four weeks to set up the lights and make sure every thing worked. After Januany all the lights and
decorations will go inta a storage bin until Holidaws come around again.

"Wz enjoy Christmas,” said Troutman. “You should see the smiles.”

If your interested in wisiting Troutman's or Peterson's holiday light= display, Troutman is at 1529 Hillerest Or. in The
“llages and Peterson is at 1119 Jahil Or. in hdnneola. ¥You can also wisit Peterson's Web site at www jayslights com.
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